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| ADVANCED RECONNAISSANCE SYSTEM a /f). 
Short Title _ ARS: WS-1I17L . 
Official Nickname = ''‘New Horizon" | | 
The primary objective of the WS-117L program is to provide continuous — 


surveillance (visual, electronic and infrared) coverage of the USSR and 
USSR-dominated countries, In keeping with this objective, the types of 


_ intelligence required in order of priority are: 


Strategic warnin | | 

Enemy military forces in being a ae 

Enemy military ‘stockpiles of thermonuclear ~atomic weapons 

Enemy logistic capabilities —_ 

Enemy industrial war capabilities. | | 
The WS-117L program development plan embodies the placement of a 
Series of unmanned satellites in prescribed orbits about the earth, The 


;  «- satellites will possess a capability for transmitting acquired information 


to supporting ground stations in a form which permits subsequent data 
processing and analyses for operational and scientific uses. The com- 
plete system incorporates the launching, tracking, data gathering, data 


processing, interpretation and dissemination functions of the ground 


support complex, 


Key R&D actions leading to initiation of the program were: 


March 1955 . GOR 80 (SA-2C) issued 
October 1955 | System Requirement established. 
March 1956 .' Evaluation of Design Study completed 
April 1956 Development Plan Prepared ae 
' August 1956 _ Hq. USAF approval of Development Plan; 
| so '‘ Development Directive issued —. . oT 
October 1956 Letter Contract AF 04(647)-97 issued to | 
: Lockheed Aircraft Corp., Missile’ 
43 “ Systems Division, as Weapon System 


Contractor. 
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